Canine/Dog Worm Identification

Overview
Worms are one of the disgusting realities that pet owners have to deal with. There are many types of worms your
dog can get. You can see some types of worms in your dog's vomit or faces; other types of worms are too small
and are only viewable under a microscope. Learn how to identify worms and recognize symptoms of parasite infections in your dogs. Over-the-counter treatments are available for most types of worms, but because worm identification can be tricky, always seek advice before beginning a treatment program.

Roundworms
Roundworms are the most common type of worms found in dogs. Dogs get them by eating animals infected with
the parasites or by eating soil or faces that is contaminated with roundworm eggs. Pregnant dogs can pass roundworms to their puppies in the womb or during nursing. Adult roundworms are several inches long and white or light
brown in colour. Pet owners may notice the presence of the adult worms in their dog’s vomit or faces. Dogs with
major cases of roundworms may experience weight loss and have a potbellied appearance and a dull coat. Take
your dog to a veterinarian to get medication as soon as you suspect a roundworm infection to prevent complications. Adult roundworms live in the small intestines. Large numbers of the worms can cause an intestinal blockage.
Larvae, which are immature worms, may travel to the lungs and cause a lungworm infection, also called verminous
pneumonia. Coughing can be a sign of a lungworm infection.

Hookworms
Hookworms are microscopic worms that use their hook-shaped teeth to attach to the intestinal lining, allowing them
to feed off the blood of their hosts. Severe hookworm infections can lead to enough blood loss to cause anaemia.
Dogs can contract hookworms by eating infected animals or by ingesting larvae found in the environment, or
through skin contact. Hookworm larvae can penetrate the skin. Pregnant and nursing dogs can transfer hookworms
to their puppies. Because hookworms are microscopic, you cannot see them in your dog's faces without a microscope. Some dogs exhibit symptoms of an infection, which may include weight loss, diarrhoea, and tarry or bloody
stools. Have your dog screened for hookworms regularly by your veterinarian. An untreated hookworm infection
can lead to severe anaemia, resulting in sudden death in young, elderly and weak dogs.

Whipworms
Whipworms are microscopic worms that live in the large intestine and sedum, the area where the small and large
intestines meet. The whip-shaped worms bury their long necks into the intestinal lining and feed off the host's
blood. Dogs contract whipworms through ingesting the eggs found in contaminated soil or faces. You cannot see
whipworms in your dog's faces because they are too small. Infected dogs may exhibit signs of weight loss, diarrhoea, bloody stool and be in poor overall health. In rare cases, massive rectal bleeding can occur. Severe infections can cause electrolyte imbalances. Untreated whipworm infections can cause death. Not all infected dogs
show symptoms. Annual faecal screenings at a veterinarian's office are useful for detecting whipworm infections in
dogs.

Tapeworms
Tapeworms are long, flat tape-like worms that live in the small intestine. The worms attach to the intestinal lining
and absorb food through their skin. A tapeworm body is made up of segments. Each segment contains reproductive organs. You can identify tapeworm segments in your dog's faces or on your dog's anus. The segments are
short, flat and whitish in colour, and about 1/4 to 1/2 inch long when alive. Dead segments are a golden yellow and
look like a flat grain of rice. Occasionally, segments exit the dog's anus attached and will look like a long, flat ribbon. Dogs most commonly contract tapeworms by ingesting fleas infected with the larvae, but they can also contract the worms by ingesting infected animals. Tapeworms usually do not cause problems for dogs, but stomach
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upset or diarrhoea can occur. Your veterinarian can prescribe tapeworm medication to rid your dog's infection. Talk
to your vet about flea control to prevent future infections.

Heartworms
Heartworms are the most dangerous worms to dogs. They are transmitted to dogs through a bite from an infected
mosquito. The worms take residence in the heart and sometimes in other organs, including the lungs, kidneys and
liver. A severe infection can prevent the heart from working properly. Small dogs can exhibit symptoms with only a
few worms in the heart. Infected dogs may tire easily and experience shortness of breath or coughing. Even with
treatment, heartworms can be fatal. Talk to your vet about preventive heartworm medicine. Dogs must be tested for
a heartworm infection before preventive medicines are taken.

Stomach Worms
There are several species of stomach worms that dogs can get. The worms live and feed in the stomach. Dogs
contract stomach worms from eating insects or animals that are infected with the parasites. Dogs commonly only
have a few worms or even only one worm in their stomach and may be symptom free. Symptoms can include appetite loss, weight loss, vomiting and dark faces. You may notice a worm or multiple worms in your dog's vomit.
Stomach worms are slender and small, reaching 30 to 40 mm in length. Untreated, severe cases of stomach
worms can lead to anaemia. Take your dog to a veterinarian if you suspect stomach worms.

Coccidia
Coccidia are microscopic, single-celled organisms that live in the intestines. Dogs contract coccidia through ingesting contaminated dirt or faces or by eating infected animals. Young puppies and weak animals are especially susceptible to coccidia infections. Symptoms of coccidia include bloody and watery diarrhoea. Coccidia are too small
to see. If you suspect a coccidia infection, take your dog to a veterinarian for treatment. Severe infections can
cause death in young or weak animals. Treatment consists of supportive medications to help your dog's immune
system fight off the coccidia infection.

Giardia
Giardia is a microscopic single-celled organism that inhabits the small intestine. Dogs get giardia from ingesting
water or food that has been contaminated with infected faces. Dogs of any age can get giardia, but it is most common in young puppies. You cannot see giardia in your dog's faces. An infected dog may exhibit signs of chronic
diarrhoea, watery stools, appetite loss, weight loss, dehydration or lethargy. Your veterinarian can examine your
dog's faces under a microscope to detect giardia, and he will prescribe treatment if an infection is present.
Reinfection is common. Keep your dog's area clean of faces during treatment, and bathe your dog frequently to
help prevent reinfection.

STRATEGIC DEWORMING
Internal parasites are often grouped together and called "worms." Roundworms, hookworms, whipworms, and
tapeworms often infect pets. The Centre for Disease Control (CDC) and the American Association of Veterinary
Parasitologists (AAVP) now recommend the routine de-worming of pets on a regular basis. This is called "Strategic
De-worming," and is designed to prevent parasite disease and the shedding of parasite eggs in your yard and
home. This is important because the eggs in the environment as well as the pet can infect members of your family.
Virtually all puppies and kittens are born with internal parasites (worms) or are infected shortly after birth through
the mother’s milk. At Passion for Pets, we routinely de-worm all our new puppies and kittens every 2 weeks after
the initial treatment on arrival.
Roundworms are very common and it is estimated that a female roundworm can produce more than 200,000 eggs
daily, which can remain alive in the soil for many years. Roundworms cause "larval migrants" and possibly can result in blindness in humans. Infection occurs when the roundworm eggs from the environment are ingested, usually
from accidentally putting dirty hands in the mouth. Fruits & vegetables growing close to the ground, such as strawberries & carrots, may be contaminated.

Worms and Humans
Most species of worms are species-specific, meaning worms that infect dogs usually do not infect humans. Humans can contract some of the types of worms that infect dogs through contact with the dog's faces or through the
same modes that dogs catch the parasites. Do not panic, however; it is not common for pet owners to get worms
from their dogs. To reduce the chance of human infection, get your dog/s treated for worm infections as soon as
possible and wear gloves when cleaning an infected dog's faces. Talk to your doctor if you are concerned or suspect that you have worms.

Contact Us
If you have any further questions please ring or come in and see us for any help and advice.

www.passionforpets.com.au

